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and attracted so much unintelligent attention that the foreign
minister., doubting the ability of the intelligent to withstand
attraction., had to intervene. There was the constant bickering
inside the government mainly at the instance of the Centrist
committee who never allowed the coalition to forget on whom
it was dependent. It took the peculiarly irritating form of a conflict
between the Central and the Prussian government.

The weakness of the pseudo-federalism established against the
unitary views of its original drafters lay not so much in the con-
cession to particularism as in the fact that one federal state, Prussia,
was actually in area 62 per cent, and in population 61 per cent,
of the whole Reich (1925 census).* Under the old regime the
presidency of the Council in Prussia and the Imperial Chancellor-
ship were always held by the same person, which to a very large
extent gave unified control, but the Weimar debaters had aban-
doned that to make the Prussian government as independent of
the Central government as was the Bavarian government. The
"independence" of a small state like Baden mattered little, but
the co-existence of a Prussian and a Central government made for
difficulty, if the two governments happened to have different com-
position and different policy. Since the Revolution Prussia had been
ruled, and on the whole ruled well, by a Socialist-Centrist-Demo-
crat coalition, a coalition which in Prussia was by tradition radical.
It had at any rate made Prussia the centre of republicanism, with
a strong police force recruited from "safe" elements and a tendency
to take action against anti-republicans such as the Central govern-
ment rarely found courage to take. The presence of the Centrum
in both coalitions, one Right and one Left, might have been
assumed to be a unifying element. It was the contrary. In Prussia
the alliance of the arch-sectarians with the non-sectarian had
given results far too favourable from the sectarian point of view
for the Centrists to break it. This was the significance of the
Centrist repudiation of the charge that they had become a Right
party; they could not, so long as it was easier to make a con-

* This is a very cursory allusion to a formidably complicated subject.
Hans Goldschmidt's Das Reich und Preussen im Kampf um die Fuehrung,
1871-1918 (Berlin, 1931) is a useful introduction to a voluminous political
and legal literature.